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‘“ WHEN SAW WE THEE * * ce 
AND CAME UNTO THEE??”’ 


“ Let the sighing of the prisoner 
thee.” Ps. 79-11 
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IN PRISON 


come before 


The World’s Prisoner 


A Message from the Prison Evangelist 
Mrs. ]. K. Barney. 


To those INSIDE the Prison who NEED help, 
. AND. 
To those OUTSIDE who can GIYE help. 


There is fascination in the thought that 
Christ passed through arrest, trial, condemuation 
and imprisonment. Who like Him could have 
power to succor the tempted, as “ in all their 
affliction He was afflicted.’’ Is. 63-9. 

‘He was tempted in all points like as we are.” 
--Heb. 4-15 

‘He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with 

eriet. i 18.5373; 

“ He was numbered with the transgressors.’’ 


—Is. 53-12 
‘‘ He was despised and rejected of men.”’ 
; ea 8-15 3°3 
‘“He was taken from prison and from judgment.” 
—Is 53-8 
“ He poured out His soul unto death.’’ Is. 53-12 


Even the death of the Cross, 
‘Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows.” I8. 53-3- 
And—‘‘He was wounded for our transgressions.” 
eet 10S-5 
With humbled hearts and sincerity of 
purpose let us look ‘‘ Unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was 
set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame and is set down at the right hand of God. 
For consider Him that endured such contradic- 
tion of sinners against Himself, lest ye be 
weary and faint in your minds.” Heb. 12-3-4 


‘‘Who among you will give ear to this?”’ 

“ Who will hearkenand hear for the time 
to come?’ Is, 42-23 

Let us look a little further into a subject 
of such infinite importance to every one of us. 

‘‘Thus saith the Lord God, He that created 
the Heaveus and stretched them out; He that 
spread forth the earth, and that which cometh 
out of it; He that giveth breath unto the people 
upon it, and spirit unto them that walketh there- 
in? isy3-5 

What majestic claims ! What a grand pre- 
amble ! He who thus speaks, promises to send 
One, whose mission it should be, ‘‘to open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison 
house.’’ Is. 42-7 

‘fo proclaim liberty to the captives.” 

—Is; 6-1 

Surely One whocould do ¢hzs is needed in 
allages. The word ‘“‘ prison”’ here is a large 
word ; it stands for ignorance, prejudice, super- 
stition and unbelief as well as criminality. Let 
us put to ourselves the close, personal questions, 
“ Dolsee; ‘ AmTfree,oramI blind and am 
I still in prison?” ‘‘ Have I the spiritual free- 
dom described in the gospel, as ‘‘ glorious lib. 
erty??? ‘* He whom the Son makes free is free 
indeed.” 

Come away then in thought, to a Jewish 
synagogue, where centuries after these words of 
Isaiah were spoken, One stood up and re-read 
them, ‘‘ The Spirit of the Lord zs upon me, be- 
cause He hath annointed me to preach the Gospel 
to the poor ; He hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at lib- 


erty them that are bruised.’ Luke 4,18. And 


added, ‘‘ This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears.’’ Surely One, who could thus lay his 
hand upon the World’s misery and sin, must 
have been accorded a great welcome. Listen, 
‘“ They rose up and thrust him out of the City!” 
A Deliverer from sin was not wanted. 
The name ‘‘Jesus ” ( @ savior Srom sin ) 
was too great a rebuke to their every-day life. _ 
We cannot read the gospel story, covering 
those brief years of Christ’s ministry, without 
being impressed again and again with the truth 
of the prophecy, “‘ He was despised and rejected 
of men.’ Thenas we come to the close of His 
earth life we read His own words that fateful 
night, ‘‘he is at hand that doth betray me.”’ 
And in that same hour Jesus said to the mul- 
titude; “ Are ye come out as against athief with 
swords and staves for to take me?” Matt. 26-46-55 
“And they all forsook him, and fled.” Mark 14-50 
(“Oh! my Soul! Am I betraying or Sorsaking 
fTim? I will be honest with myself and with 
Him to-day.’’)‘‘ Then they took Jesus and bound 
Him.’’ John 18-12 ‘‘ And as soon as it was day 
they brought him forth for trial.” Luke 22-66 
‘‘ Then entered Pilate into the judgment 
hall and called Jesus, * *** and he went out 
again unto the Jews and saith unto them, “7 
Sind in him no fault atall.” And they cried out 
all at once, saying, ‘‘ Away with this mian, and 
release unto us Barabbas,”’ (a notable prison er.) 
And they cried out all the more exceedingly, 
“ Crucify Him.” So Pilate willing to content 
the people released Barabbas unto thei, and 
delivered Jesus when he had scourged him, to be 
crucified. And with him they crucify two thieves, 


the one on his right hand and the other on his 
left. And the Scripture was fulfilled which 
saith, ‘‘ And he was numbered with the trans- 
gressors.” ‘And sitting down they watched 
Him there.’? And when the fearful tragedy was 
Over, even His enemies declared, ‘‘ Truly this 
man was the Son of God! ’’? (Gleaned from the 
Gospel Story.) 

So the World’s great Prisoner dying, be- 
came the World’s great Liberator, and to us 
comes the message, ‘‘ Fear not; I am the first 
and the last; Iam He that liveth and was dead; 


and behold, I am alive for evermore.” Rev.1-17.18 


‘“Stillthy love, O Christ, 

Yearns to reach those souls in prison ; 
Through all depths of sinand loss 

Drops the plummet of thy cross ! 
Never yet abyss was found 

Deeper thanthat cross could sound.’’ 


This is the Gospel for those who have fail- 
ed. They called Him ‘‘the friend of publicans 
and sinners.’’ and He did not disown it, but said 
He came to call sinners to repentance, to a new 
opportunity. ‘‘ Avzse ! He calleth thee.” 


‘‘ Sélf is the only prison that can ever bind the soul, 
Love is the only angel who can bid the gates unroll, 
And when he comes to call thee, arise and follow fast ; 
His way may lead through darkness, but it leads to 

—light at last.” 


These last lines came from one who sends 
out words of hope andcheer. Herein liesa great 
truth, ‘‘ Self, ’’ which is sin, binds those in 
prison and out, leads to selfishness and self-in- 
dulgence, which is manifest every-where. Oh 
Love Divine, ‘‘ bring my sou/ out of prison, that 
I may praise thy name. ”’ Ps. 142-7 Then shall 


we do to others as we would have them do unto 
us. Then will the number of prisoners be les- 
sened and prison reform be simplified. 
What He said, both has been and shall be, 
‘‘What ye have not done to these my poor 
ones, Lo! ye have not done it unto Me.”’ 
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